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PROFESSIONAL COMBAT SPORTS AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Receipt and First Reading 

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Norman Moore (Leader of the House), read a first 
time. 

Second Reading 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [4.10 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The Professional Combat Sports Amendment Bill 2009 will establish a broader regulatory coverage of combat 
sports events in Western Australia by removing the term “professional” and ensuring that all combat sports 
contestants will enjoy the same level of health and safety controls that have been enjoyed by professional 
participants since the Professional Combat Sports Act was first passed in 1987. This bill will establish a Combat 
Sports Commission to replace the existing Professional Combat Sports Commission of Western Australia and 
will extend the act’s regulatory coverage to include amateur combat sports contests featuring Muaythai, 
kickboxing, Brazilian jui jitsu and mixed martial arts, which have risen to prominence since the inception of the 
existing act. 

Western Australia is one of the most active states in Australia in promoting and holding combat sports events. 
Almost every weekend of the year, people of all ages attend and take part in boxing, kickboxing, wrestling, 
mixed martial arts and karate tournaments both in the metropolitan area and throughout the regions. Although 
these contests may not be to everyone’s tastes, the significant growth of these sports has required a response to 
ensure that participants in these contests are not exposed to unnecessary health and safety risks. This bill will 
allow for regulation of all contests, from amateurs through to professionals, ensuring that standard health, safety 
and training requirements are in place for all levels of participants. This will reduce the possibility of any public 
health and safety issues occurring and reflects the industry’s desire to educate and inform people about their 
sports, thereby removing any negative connotations that may already reside amongst some members of the 
public. 

The commission has successfully established a number of principles and processes that have effectively 
increased the level of professionalism and safety at combat sports events. These principles, established under the 
Professional Combat Sports Act 1987, will continue under the amended act. Currently, commission members 
attend each event to ensure that the event is run in accordance with the act and that all participants are registered 
and adhere to their responsibilities under the act. Although this bill will initially significantly increase the 
number of events that are overseen by the Combat Sports Commission members, it will rely on having the 
flexibility to ensure that it remains relevant and workable during the implementation stages. To reduce the added 
time commitment placed on members, the bill allows for an increase in the number of commission members 
from eight to nine, providing for a representative from the industry who has knowledge of the combat sport 
known as mixed martial arts. 

The Professional Combat Sports Regulations will provide the flexibility required for implementation of this act 
by allowing the Western Australian government to identify and exempt a state sporting association for each 
combat sport. These groups will be recognised by the Department of Sport and Recreation as the peak body for 
their sport and will need to demonstrate a proven history of satisfactory self-regulation prior to being granted an 
exemption from the act. 

Under the amended act, each combat sport will also have to submit a set of rules to be approved by the Minister 
for Sport and Recreation. Associations wishing to hold an event under a variation of the approved rules for that 
style of sport will have to submit these rules for approval prior to the contest taking place. This will alleviate the 
possibility of any unfair rules being implemented. 

Breaches of the act will now attract increased penalties which have been set at appropriate levels in context with 
modern laws and which provide a more significant deterrent to any potential rule breaking, including 
participating in a contest whilst unregistered or holding a contest without an approved permit. Penalties may also 
be imposed on registered participants who fail to fulfil their obligations as outlined in the act and regulations. It 
is intended that the inclusion of a police intelligence provision will also increase the integrity of combat sports 
by reducing the ability for industry participants to hold a combat sports industry licence if it is deemed to be not 
in the public’s best interest for a person to be involved.  

For many people involved in amateur combat sports competitions, the amendments to the legislation will 
represent a significant change to the way they operate. This is not to say that promoters and organisers of the 
multitude of regular combat sports competitions that take place each year have been operating irresponsibly, but 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 1 September 2011] 

 p6597b-6598a 
Hon Norman Moore 

 [2] 

it will provide them with greater clarity and assistance in ensuring that they are adhering to the highest level of 
health and safety standards. 

The number of participants required to register with the commission will increase significantly, and so a three-
year registration period has been introduced to alleviate any added administrative pressure, as well as bringing 
Western Australia in line with several other Australian states that have similar authoritative bodies. 

In addition to the important changes already outlined, some additional amendments have been made to address 
the issues that the commission encountered during the Green–Briggs inquiry. The most notable of these 
amendments are the changes surrounding sham contests. The definition of “sham contest” has been broadened 
and wording has been added to clarify what conduct constitutes a sham contest. A standard of proof has been 
added to assist the commission in determining whether a sham contest has taken place. Who can be prosecuted 
for participating in a sham contest has also been clarified, and provision has been added to assist the commission 
to recover penalties from those who are complicit in organising and conducting a sham contest. 

The position of the Australian Medical Association on combat sports has also been taken into account with the 
introduction of an amendment to remove the requirement for the AMA to nominate a representative to the 
commission. Provision has now been made for the minister to appoint a registered medical practitioner with 
knowledge of injuries common to combat sports contestants. It is felt that this is the best way forward on this 
issue, allowing the minister to appoint from a larger pool of medical practitioners with a better knowledge of 
combat sports. 

Another additional amendment is the provision for the commission to request additional information from a 
promoter or a contestant after a contest permit has been issued for the purpose of assessing whether a permit 
should be suspended or cancelled. This is an important change and a course of action that was not previously 
available to the commission. The minister has also replaced the Governor as the person with the power to 
dismiss a commissioner. As the minister appoints commissioners, it makes sense that the minister also be the one 
who can dismiss them. 

This is an important change in legislation that will address a number of longstanding issues identified by 
members of the industry themselves, and will bring Western Australia in line with other states with regard to the 
training, health and safety of combat sports participants. 

I commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

Sitting suspended from 4.16 to 4.30 pm 
 


